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was won, his humanity had put a speedy end to
the excesses that were usual on such occasions.
Priests  and  churches  were  spared;    and  three
thousand nuns were transported to the mainland
with the utmost politeness.    The Spaniards them-
selves were in ecstasies over the chivalry of the
heretic   General.    "Tal   hidalgo/'   said   Philip,
"non sia vista entre herejes."    The Lord Admiral
himself was carried away with  admiration.    " I
assure you," he wrote to Burghley, " there is not
a braver man in the world than the Earl is;  and
I protest, in my poor judgment, a great soldier,
cor what he doth is in great order and discipline
performed."

The English occupied Cadiz for a fortnight.

Essex proposed that they should fortify the town

and remain there until the Queen's pleasure was

known.    When this was disallowed by the Council

of War, he suggested a march into the interior of

Spain; and, on this also being negatived, he urged

that the fleet should put out to sea, lie in wait for

the  returning  West   Indian   treasure-ships,   and

seize the vast booty they were bringing home.

Once more he met with  no  support.    It  was

decided to return to  England immediately.    A

great ransom was raised from the inhabitants of

Cadiz, the town was dismantled and destroyed,

and the English sailed away.    As they coasted   '

back along the shores of Portugal, they could not

resist a raid upon the unlucky town of Faro.   The